VISIT TO SULTAN OF PONTIANA

know that these generous sentiments were speedily
participated by all those who enjoyed his confidence,
and worked along with him. I am indeed persuaded
that he very often converted selfish and sulky officers
into useful and cheerful public servants, in no great
length of time, and not unfrequently to their own great
surprise. What, then, must have been the extent of
his influence over the minds of men similarly disposed
with himself ?

When, unfortunately for the profession and for his
country, he fell sick at Madras, and knew that his last
moments were fast approaching, he called his faithful
friend and old follower in many ships and many aftions,
Lieutenant [now Captain] Walcott, to his bedside, and
said to him------

" It will be too hard, Walcott, to die in this cursed
place ; but should I go off, let nothing deter you from
going home and accounting to the Admiralty for my
command of the East India station."

These were nearly the last intelligible words he
uttered ; and they serve to shew how strong, even in the
hour of death, was his sense of professional duty. As
Lieutenant Walcott had served during the whole of Sir
Samuers India command in the double capacity of
flag-lieutenant and secretary, and had enjoyed the
Admiral's entire confidence, he, and he alone, possessed
the means of " accounting to the Admiralty " for the
measures completed, or in progress, for the good of the
service, and therefore the Admiral suggested to him
the propriety of his going home to report matters in

person.

The senior officer, who succeeded to the command
in the India seas, felt so desirous of following up the
friendly intentions of his lamented predecessor, that
knowing the late Admiral's attachment to Lieut.
Walcott, he offered to promote him into a death
vacancy, which had either actually taken place, or was
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